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Abstract
Brucellosis is a zoonotic disease caused by gram-negative bacteria Brucella that are
pathogenic for a wide variety of animals and human beings. Brucellosis, in particular,
is easily transmitted via raw milk. Despite its control in many countries, it remains
endemic in Iran. The transmission of Brucella from infected animals to humans occurs
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either by occupational contact or the consumption of contaminated animal products,
especially milk, cream and fresh cheese. The purpose of this study was to evaluate
the prevalence of cow raw milk contamination by Brucella abortus in Ardabil region,
located in north west of Iran. A total of 100 cow raw milk samples were collected
randomly from Ardabil suburbs dairy farms from September 2010 to December 2010.
ELISA was performed using commercial ELISA brucellosis milk screening kit
(Pourquier, France). An average prevalence rate of 4% was found in cow raw milk in
Ardabil region. It is concluded from the current study that brucellosis is prevalent in
cattle in Ardabil district, where animal breeding is common. Preventive and control
measures should immediately and strictly be implemented to protect animals and
humans from brucellosis.
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